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Overview

A few words about FIP 
outbreak in 2023

B. Research Study in 
Cyprus

C. Research study for 
FIP in Greece

D. Take home messages



The 2023 FIP outbreak in Cyprus



The early days…

• Jan - March 2023

• Vets started noticing high 
numbers of FIP cases

• Vet Dia Gnosis laboratory, 
noticed a spike in the 
diagnosis of FIP compared to 
previous years

FIP

FIP



The early days… 

Response from the PanCyprian Vet Association

• Launched a questionnaire to gather data on FIP cases to 
estimate the real size of the problem

• Alerted the authorities (Director of the Veterinary Services, 
the Ministry of ARDE and the Cyprus Ministry of Health)

• Requested the permit for the “under the cascade” use of 
“adenosine analogue” treatment options available and 
approved for human COVID-19.



The early days… 

Response from the PanCyprian Vet 
Association

• Organised Webinars for 
Veterinarians and Animal 
Custodians

• Briefed the public through 
frequent media briefings/ 
Facebook posts/ TV/ Radio



The early days… 

• Started to form a task force

• Dr Charalampos Attipa (Pathology)

• Dr Maria Lyraki (Feline Internal 

Medicine)

• Dr Demetris Epaminondas (Pan-

Cyprian Vet Association)

• Dr Stella Mazeri (Epidemiology)

• Support from Vet Dia Gnosis



The early days… 

• Alerted Prof. Danielle Gunn-Moore, an 
internationally renowned expert in feline 
medicine, who specialises in FIP

• Joined the task force

• Supported the first publication, media 
coverage and facilitated links to other 
international FIP experts

• Creation of the FCoV-23 International 
Research Consortium



The first publication

• Alerted the veterinary and research community 
of the outbreak

• 20-fold increase in PCR-confirmed cases 
within 12 weeks compared to the previous 
year

• Historically outbreaks are reported in shelters

• We reported cases even in indoor only cats

• Suggested travel requirements for cats prior 
to travelling outside of Cyprus



Global Media storm!



Research Project DF25FE-701 –
Monitoring of FCoV23 in Cyprus



Project Overview

Project title: The 

epidemiology of FCoV-23 

in the cats of Cyprus

PI: Stella Mazeri & 

Charalampos Attipa



Specific Objectives
Objective 1. FCoV-23 surveillance in shelters 
distributed around Cyprus by sampling visits 
every 3 months, for a period of 2 years.

Objective 2. FCoV-23 surveillance in 
owned/cared for cats presented with FIP signs 
in veterinary practices across the island of 
Cyprus 

Objective 3. Understand the route of 
transmission of FCoV-23 amongst cats. 

Objective 4. Monitor virus evolution over a 
period of two years by sequencing a subset of 
positive cases. 



Execution 
and 
Preliminary 
results



Objective 1. 

FCoV-23 surveillance in 

shelters. Execution

• 3 shelters recruited

• Shelter visits every 3 months (8 repeats)

• Swab Sampling from 20 cats 

(oropharyngeal, conjunctiva, faecal)

• Aiming sick cats mainly 

• Metadata are collected via smartphone 

app



Objective 1. 
FCoV-23 surveillance 
in shelters

• Sampling start date: July 

2025

• Shelters sampled so far: 3 

shelters x 3 times (March 

2026)

Photo of the cats 

sampled from the first 

shelter visit



Objective 2. Monitoring FIP 
cases in owned/cared for cats

Monitoring FIP cases via 2 data sources:

• RT-PCR/IHC positive cases (Vet Dia 

gnosis Lab)

• Questionnaires (via Pancyprian Vet 

Association) distributed every 3 months)



Data Source: RT-PCR(+)/IHC



Data Source: Questionnaire



Objective 3. Identify Routes of 

transmition

Hypothesis: multiple transmission routes (conjunctiva, 
saliva, surfaces, humans)

Collaboration with high-workload clinics

Collecting swab samples (conjunctiva, oropharynx, faeces, 
environment and humans) from RT-PCR positive cats

13 cases identified with 11 positive PCR(+) cases so far



Objective 4: Monitoring 
of the virus evolution

• Samples from RT-PCR/IHC positive cases 
from vet clinics that are send to the Vet Dia 
Gnosis laboratory are stored to the Uni 
Milan (-80C).

• Samples that are collected from Shelters 
and/or Clinics are stored to Cy.Biobank 
facilities (-80C).

• Sequencing is done in the UoE and samples 
stored will be sent in batches



Research Project DF25FE-704



Project Overview

Project title: The 

epidemiology of FIP and 

comparison of the 

circulating FCoV strains 

in Greece

PI: Maria-Eleni 

Filippitzi



Project Objectives

Objective 1. “To determine the level of FIP 

cases resulting from the FCoV-strains, as well 

as the level of FCoV-23 and of other 

recombinants circulating in both stray and 

domestic cats in Greece”

Objective 2. “To assess the risk of 

introduction of FCoV-23 from Cyprus and/or 

Greece into a previously non-infected 

country”. 



1. Six Veterinary facilities 

recruited across Greece



First Observations

Collaborating 
Veterinary 
facility site

Suspected 
case from 
which PCR 

material was 
collected and 

tested 
negative

Suspected 
case from 
which PCR 

material was 
collected and 

tested 
positive

Suspected 
case from 
which PCR 

sample was 
not collected

Samples 
collected 

from 
healthy 
animals

Total

Athens 3 7 0 3 13

Thessaloniki 9 1 1 8 19

Piraeus 8 7 5 2 22

Volos 6 0 0 7 13

Crete 12 1 4 5 22

Syros 5 1 0 7 13

44 17 102



Next Steps

• Continue sampling to reach target 

numbers both projects

• Identify/document risk factors for 

FCoV23/FCoV infection in 

domestic cats

• Assess risk of FCoV-23 

introduction into countries 

previously free from infection.



• Monitoring of viral diseases in 

companion animals can be 

challenging

• Establishing surveillance systems 

for companion animal diseases will 

help preparedness on similar 

outbreak events

TAKE HOME Messages
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Questions & 

Discussion


	Slide 1: Preliminary Results from FIP monitoring in Greece & Cyprus
	Slide 2: Overview
	Slide 3: The 2023 FIP outbreak in Cyprus
	Slide 4: The early days…
	Slide 5: The early days… 
	Slide 6: The early days… 
	Slide 7: The early days… 
	Slide 8: The early days… 
	Slide 9: The first publication
	Slide 10: Global Media storm!
	Slide 11: Research Project DF25FE-701 –Monitoring of FCoV23 in Cyprus
	Slide 12: Project Overview
	Slide 13: Specific Objectives
	Slide 14: Execution and Preliminary results
	Slide 15: Objective 1.  FCoV-23 surveillance in shelters. Execution
	Slide 16: Objective 1.  FCoV-23 surveillance in shelters
	Slide 17: Objective 2. Monitoring FIP cases in owned/cared for cats
	Slide 18: Data Source: RT-PCR(+)/IHC
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Objective 3. Identify Routes of transmition
	Slide 21: Objective 4: Monitoring of the virus evolution
	Slide 22: Research Project DF25FE-704
	Slide 23: Project Overview
	Slide 24: Project Objectives
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: First Observations
	Slide 27: Next Steps
	Slide 28: TAKE HOME Messages
	Slide 29: Special Thanks
	Slide 30

