kEuropean law on
the welfare of
dogs and cats and

their traceability

The EU has adopted new legislation on
the welfare and traceability of dogs and
cats, applicable in all Member States
from 2028. It represents the first EU-
wide framework introducing minimum

harmonised standards  for  their
protection.
Importance: The legislation addresses key

challenges in the EU market, including:

Illegal trade (incl. cross-border)
Inconsistent animal welfare conditions
Limited traceability
Misleading online sales
Divergent national rules
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What will change in
veterinary practice?
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Responsibilities on
Identification and
Registration

All dogs and cats shall be identified by a
veterinarian (exceptions) with a microchip
and registered in a national database within
two working days.

Operators and pet owners shall ensure
identification within three months of birth
and before placing animals on the market,
and animals entering pet shops, shelters, or
foster homes shall be identified within 30
days.

The owner shall ensure that deaths are
recorded and unreadable microchips are
replaced and updated.

Changes of ownership have to be recorded
within two weeks.

Identification and registration obligations
shall apply:
e for operators (breeders, sellers...): 2030
» for pet owners/other non operators:
o dogs: 2036
o cats: 2041

. Delegated Acts

¥Implementing Acts Art.20

Databases

EU countries must set up national
databases by 2030. These databases must
work together. By 2031, the EU will create
an EU-wide index so authorities can
check and compare identification and
registration data. The EU will define the
minimum data required and ensure all
databases are compatible.

Art.23

Online selling and
Responsible
Ownership

All online ads shall display a warning on
responsible ownership. Buyers must
receive identification, registration, and
ownership information, which can be
checked through an online verification

system. Art 21

Breeders/sellers shall provide the buyer
with written information on responsible
ownership, the dog's or cat's care and
welfare needs, and health status, including
vaccinations, known medical conditions or
test results, using existing animal health

documents where applicable. At 1]



How to enter the
EU?

Before entry into the Union market,
dogs and cats shall be microchipped by
a veterinarian.

Within five days of entry, the
responsible import operator shall
ensure a veterinarian registers the
animal in a Member State national
database.

Non-commercial movement of
companion animals* from  third

countries shall be pre-notified by the
owner in the Union pet travellers
database at least five working days in
advance, unless an exception applies. If
a dog or cat would remain in the Union
for more than 6 months, the owner shall
ensure registration by a veterinarian in
the national database.
Art.26

*supplementing Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the
European Parliament and of the Council, as
regards animal health requirements for non-
commercial movement of pet animals.
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Common Welfare
Standards for Breeding
Establishments

"
Ethical breeding

No animals with excessive conformational traits shall be
used for breeding. Breeders shall consult a veterinarian
before breeding if they are in doubt.

“. Excessive conformational traits adopted by 30" June
2030. Breeding between close relatives (exceptions) or
to produce hybrids in dogs and cats is prohibited.

Art. 8

Dogs or cats with excessive conformational traits or
altered physical characteristics due to mutilation shall not
be used in, or admitted to, shows, exhibitions, or
competitions.
Art.19
Health and behavioural needs
Operators shall monitor animal-based indicators and take
action as needed to ensure welfare. Art.7

e Minimum breeding age: 10 months (cats); second oestrus
(dogs).

e Max 3 litters within 2 years (stillborns included), followed
by at least 1year rest, and max 2 caesarean sections.

e From 8 years (dogs) and 6 years (cats), veterinary
clearance is required for breeding.

e Feeding at least twice daily (more for puppies and
kittens).

« Colostrum for the first 2 days of life, then enough milk or
replacer for steady weight gain.

¢ Weaning no earlier than 6 weeks of age, with at least 7
days of gradual solid feed introduction. Separation not
before 8 weeks of age (12 for breeder kittens), unless
medically justified by a veterinarian.

e Gradual daily social contact from 3 weeks of age
(humans, conspecifics, and other species if possible).

« Provide environmental enrichment for cats (scratching
posts, hiding places, shelves).

Housing requirements

e Temperature: 22-28 °C for puppies under 10 days; 18-27 °C
for kittens under 21 days.

e Lighting: at least 7 hours daily, artificial light 280 Hz, at
least 8 hours without artificial light.

e Minimum space requirements. °

Annex |

“. Delegated Acts

Requirements
for Breeders

Approval of breeding establishments

Breeders producing more than five litters per year
or keeping more than five bitches or queens may
place dogs or cats on the market only after the
approval of their establishment. Competent
authorities shall inspect such establishments,
issue approval certificates, and maintain a public
list with contact details, species, and a unique
approval number. Art10

Education and training

Animal caretakers of dogs or cats shall have
documented competence in their behaviour,
needs, recognising suffering, and applying good
welfare practices, gained through education,
training, or experience.

« At least one caretaker per establishment
completes the training and shares knowledge
with others.

JFThe Commission shall adopt implementing acts
setting minimum requirements for these
competences by 2029.

Art.12

Veterinary Visits ensure Health and

Welfare
Breeders shall ensure a veterinary welfare visi‘\
within one year of application or notification of a
new establishment, with further risk-based visits;
Member States may require annual visits, and the
Commission shall adopt minimum assessment C

criteria [by 2028].%.

Art.13
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JImplementing Acts
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