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PPR in Albania:
“Small Farms, Big Impact

b b

eSmall family farms dominate sheep and goat production.
e| ivestock is often a primary source of income.

eExtensive grazing and seasonal movements are common.
*An outbreak affects not only animals, but entire rural

families.
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Structure of herds in %

A Sector Built on
Small Family Farms

61.96%

of herds have 1-19 heads

Nearly two thirds of Albanian sheep and goat farms keep only 1-

19 animals.

Total small ruminant population: 1,879,959
Sheep: 1,253,994
Goats: 625,965

Heards with 1- 19 heads 1 Heards with20-49 heads Heards with 50- 69 heads

¥ Heards with 70-99 heads # Heards with 100-299 heads ¥ Beards withmore than 300 heads




Responding to the Outbreak

PPR 2025 (04.06.2025 - 29.12.2025)

* esNumber of total farms clinically monitored: 8,384

* sNumber of small ruminants clinically monitored: 1,042,610

* oJotal samples tested: 5,033

* eFarms sampled/tested: 1,581

* oJotal ban on movement of small ruminants: In force until 26
November 2025

» eAfter measures were lifted: No suspected cases were reported

* eAwareness: Veterinary services and farmers were fully aware of the

importance of the disease and the damage it can cause

PPR 2026 (31.03.2026 — 22.06.2026)

e eNumber of total farms monitored: 3,748

e eNumber of small ruminants monitored: 471,819

* eNumber of dead animals: 96

* eNumber of animals culled: 320

* eNumber of animals destroyed: 416

* sAwareness: Veterinary services and farmers were fully aware of the
importance of the disease and the damage it can cause

* Following the re-emergence of PPR on 31 March 2026, movement
restrictions for small ruminants were reintroduced to limit further spread

of the disease.




The True Cost
Behind the Numbers

e Emotional burden on farming families
e Ethically difficult decisions for
veterinarians

e | ong working days under extreme
conditions

e Limited PPE during the emergency
response

e Animal welfare and livelihood losses



The Lasting Impact

Many farmers never restocked their flocks.

Some abandoned sheep and goat farming
altogether.

The nationwide movement ban remained in
force until November 2025 and was
reintroduced following the first PPR outbreaks
in 2026.

Movement restrictions affected both infected
and disease-free farms, severely disrupting
animal movements and trade.

The 2026 outbreaks coincided with Eid al-
Adha, one of the most important periods for
sheep and goat sales, causing substantial
economic losses for many farming families.

The impact continued long after the outbreak
itself was over.




*Main Challenges
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* Early Detection & Reporting

*Clinical signs can be confused with other small ruminant diseases.
* Delayed reporting due to fear of movement restrictions and economic losses.

 Epidemiological Control

*Seasonal grazing, animal trade and informal movements increased the risk of disease spread.
* Mixed sheep and goat flocks facilitated transmission.

* Farmer Awareness & Compliance

*Limited awareness of PPR clinical sighs and transmission.
* Fear of culling and loss of income reduced cooperation.

* Veterinary Service Capacity
* Limited personnel, PPE, transport and financial resources during the emergency response.
* Regional Coordination

*Strengthening cross-border surveillance and regional cooperation remains essential.
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“there is a farmer, a veterinarian and a community Striving
~'to recover.
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