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Brussels, 29th September 2021

Re: Interpretation of the 48-hour withdrawal period for vaccines, parasite
treatments and compulsory eradication schemes

Dear Coordinators of COMAGRI,

From Copa and Cogeca, Animal Health Europe, European Dairy Association (EDA), Federation
of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE), European Egg Packers and Traders Association (EEPTA) and
European Union of Wholesale with Eggs, Egg Products and Poultry and Game (EUWEP), we are
writing to you following the discussion on the interpretation of the 48-hours withdrawal period
for vaccines, parasite treatments and compulsory eradication schemes in organic production.
Seeing the current state of play on this discussion, we are very worried that this could generate a
detrimental outcome for EU organic farmers and agri-cooperatives.

In May 2018, the European Union has adopted the new regulation on organic framing
(Regulation (EU) 2018/848), which will enter into force on 15t January 2022. It will introduce
several important new rules which organic farmers will have to follow.

One of the new rules introduced by the Regulation foresees a minimum 48-hour withdrawal
period (the provisions of point 1.5.2.5 of part II to Annex II of Regulation (EU) 2018/848), even
for veterinary medicine where the general withdrawal period is specified by the European
Medicine Agency to be zero days.

The organic production system’s provisions for free range status and open housing facilities
provide good welfare for laying hens, dairy cows and other animals. Nevertheless, the risk of
parasite infections also increases in these productions (e.g. parasites with development stages
that begin in the grass and soil). At the moment, there are not enough effective alternative
parasite treatments which may replace the medicines currently used.

If the 48-hours withdrawal period for parasite treatments comes into force, huge quantities of
organic eggs and milk cannot be sold as organic. For example, estimating two treatments per
year (five days of treatment and an additional 48- hour withdrawal) will correspond to more
than one billion eggs from organic layers per year that cannot be sold as organic if 25 % of the

Copa - Cogeca | European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives
61, Rue de Tréves | B - 1040 Bruxelles | www.copa-cogeca.eu
EU Transparency Register Number | Copa 44856881231-49 | Cogeca 09586631237-74



layers are organic. Depending on national cascading rules and packing station capabilities, some
of the eggs are expected to end up going to waste.

It is clear that, unless the scenario will change, European conventional farmers and agri-
cooperatives will not be willing to convert to organic without the option to cure their animals,
when needed, without crucial financial loses and causing useless animal sufferings.

Nevertheless, there will be also the threat to lose actual organic farmers forcing them to accept
huge economical loses or to compromise the animal welfare on their farms. The introduction of
the 48 hours withdrawal period will limit the conversion to organic milk and egg production and
slow down the activity to respect the target set out by the Farm to Fork Strategy of achieving
25% of EU land farmed organically by 2030.

As coordinator of your political group, you could have enough influence and competence to re-
assess this crucial topic and bring the discussion back again to the Committee of Agriculture -
and bear in mind all possible consequences that this withdrawal would bring to the organic
sector, in light of the 25% organic target to be achieved within less than 9 years. We kindly ask
you to re-discuss this important aspect in the next COM AGRI meeting and working together
with the Council to ensure a proper future development of the organic farming.

If you need any further input on this matter, we are fully available for any type of meeting.

Yours sincerely,

= Uovane et

Pekka Pesonen Roxane Feller
Secretary General of Copa-Cogeca Secretary General of Animal Health Europe
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Alexander Anton Jorgen Nyberg Larsen
Secretary General of EDA Secretary General of EEPTA

Clara Hagen Nancy De Briyne
Secretary general of EUWEP Executive Director of FVE



