France acted for
rapid eradication.
The cost was high.

French experience with Lumpy Skin Disease |
European Parliament — 1 July 2026

Julien LE TUAL
Vice-president of SNVEL and UEVP




Union of European

Not zoonotic does not @T )

mean low impact, "= = Animal welfare
W w4 fever, lesions, mortality

Public trust £ =1

confusion, misinformation il\

High-impact

. . Farms & production
animal disease disruption, uncertainty
Not a consumer

e e e
sarety cCrisis

Veterinary services
immediate mobilization

" ¢ Trade & movements
| - "*\“u ,v‘ blocked zones

L anel

Lengagmet
R ET POUR LE MONDE VET




The eradication response
was fast — and heavy.

117

~2 millionf 3,518

outbreaks detected cattle vaccinated cattle culled

29 June 2025: 2 January 2026:
First outbreak in Savoie Last detected French outbreak
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The hardest decisions came from uncertainty.
The mandate: rapid eradication | The dilemma: hidden infection

Sick animals with
clear clinical signs

Silent or incubating
infections




The true cost was also human and social.
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Farmers

Herd loss, economic
uncertainty, deep
emotional burden.

Authorities

Complex logistics,
compensation

management, enforcement.

Veterinarians

Extreme workload, moral
pressure, exposure to
anger.

Society

Misinformation, confusion,
public trust under intense
pressure.
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Union of European
Velerinary Practifioners

Europe must prepare for LLA-A 4
faster, less costly eradication.

Prevent earlier

) Risk-based @ Vaccine banks .4 Veterinary
vaccination | capacity
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traceability professionals

The goal is not to normalise mass culling.

The goal is to make rapid eradication less dependent on it.
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